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A very little examination, however, shows that such statements are stronger than they ought to be, and that they cannot but mislead unless they are explained and limited. In this religion which is characterised as atheistic, gods are represented as appearing on numerous occasions. In the legend of Buddha the gods of the Hindu pantheon are familiar personages, and never is a shadow of doubt thrown on their existence. "It is not enough to say," writes Saint-Hilaire, "that Buddha does not believe in God. He ignores Him in such a complete manner, that he does not even care about denying His existence ; he does not care about trying to abolish Him; he neither mentions such a being in order to explain the origin or the anterior existence of man and his present life, nor for the purpose of conjecturing his future state and his eventual freedom. Buddha has no acquaintance whatsoever with God, and, quite given up to his own heroic sorrows and sympathies, he has never cast his eyes so far or so high." Now, if by God be meant the true God, this is what no one will either deny or be surprised at; but every account of Buddhism, M. Saint-Hilaire's included, and all the literature of Buddhism yet made known to the European world, agree in showing that Buddha has always been supposed by .the millions of his followers to have been familiar with gods, and heavens, and hells, innumerable. You will not